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confrontation with the Emperor. Gold and copper coins were
struck in his name, and samples of the new currency were sent to
Agra to underscore his freedom of action. Tradition has it that a
Hindu hermit clad in saffron clothes, approached Salim to dis-
suade him from "the sin of making an enemy of your parent," and
when told by an outraged prince to "tell God that the greater sin
is for a father-king to live so long as to make his sons despair of
ever wearing the crown/* he raised his voice to sing the famous
hymn prohibiting man to arrogate to himself the role of a faith-
less critic:
Man is truly great, but greater is He who created him. To decry
the Lord is to decry one's own self. To revolt against Him is to
cast dust at your own being. God is to the world what father is
to the son. They both need to be looked upon with respect and
reverence. Disobey not this rule. Else the universe will come to
a grinding halt, and the moon, the suns and the stars will fall off
and plunge the cosmos into eternal darkness.
The courtiers feared that some gruesome punishment was in store
for the fakir. But the unpredictable Salim surprised everybody
by inviting the hermit to sit on his right and implored Mm to ex-
pound on the theme of the song. For eleven days, Bairagi Ram
Das explained to the Prince the spiritual nuances of the father-
son relationship, and thus succeeded in softening his hostility to
Akbar. For a whole year, Salim was content to play the harmless
truant and wait for an opportunity to seek forgiveness for his acts
of disobedience.
When Akbar returned to Agra in June 1601, the capital was
virtually in a state of self-distrust. Rumours regarding the impend-
ing conflict filled the air. Nobody seemed to know exactly the
reason of Salim's estrangement. Some believed it was power-lust;
others considered the split to be religious in character; still others
sought an explanation in Salim's involvement with Anarkali, a
maid in his mother's household.
Akbar knew that the bulk of the army was loyal to him; he also
knew that Salim lacked both courage and capability to withstand
an attack on his positions. But tender love for his Sheikhu Baba,
confused him. To take up arms against one whom he regarded
as a gift of God in answer to Ms long and soulful prayers called